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Art Unit: 3746 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 112 

Claims 5-11 are rejected under 36 USC 112, second paragraph, as being indef- 
inite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which appli- 
cants regard as the invention. 

Claim 5 and related dependent claims 6-1 1 recite "a firing device arranged down- 
stream of the steam generator and upstream of the steam turbine" (claim 1, lines 4-5). 
As shown in Figure 1 , however, the disclosed power plant has a three stage steam 
turbine with firing device 7 located between first and second turbine stages 1 1 and 13 
rather than upstream of the whole steam turbine. The above cited claim language thus 
conflicts with the disclosed embodiment of the invention, and applicants have not prop- 
erly and accurately claimed the subject matter they consider to be their invention. 

Claim 8 recites that "an oxygen containing gas, or air, is fed to the firing device", 
and claim 9 further recites that "an oxygen containing gas, and air, is fed to the firing 
device". Since air however is an oxygen containing gas, there is no clear distinction 
between the two without the so-called oxygen containing gas being subject to some fur- 
ther qualifying limitation. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC 102 

Claims 5, 7, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by 
any of Miller, Kuhner, and Somers. 

To the extent that the present claims are accurate, all features of the recited 
steam power plant are present in the plants disclosed by any of the Miller, Kuhner, and 
Somers patents. Attention is called, for example, to the power plant in Miller's Figure 3; 
note first turbine stage 45, second turbine stage 46, steam generator 53, and combus- 
tion chamber (firing device) 56 between the first and second turbine stages. 

Attention Is further called to power plant in Kuhner's drawing figure; note first 
turbine stage 12, second turbine stage 25, steam generator 11, and combustion cham- 
ber 30 between the turbine stages. 

Attention is additionally called to power plant in Somer's drawing figure; note first 
turbine stage 11, second turbine stage 12, steam generator 20, and combustion cham- 
ber 8 between the turbine stages. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Miller. 

It is pointed out that the fuel burned in Miller's combustion chamber 56 is 
methane (col. 10, lines 21-23). 

Claim 10 Is rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Somers. 

It is additionally pointed out that the oxidizer burned in Somer's combustion 
chamber 8 is oxygen (col. 2, lines 40-41). 
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Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Kuhner. 
Attention is called to Kuhner's condenser 15, which operates in conjunction with 
element 38 to remove combustion product from condensed steam (col. 4, lines 20-22) 



If repeated attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the art unit supervisor, Anthony Stashick, can 
be reached at 571-272-4561. 

Information regarding the status of this application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or 
Public PAIR, and status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Pri- 
vate PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-fi-ee). 
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